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called for urgent action to end plastic pollution globally through an international legally 
binding instrument.

ICCA, Plastics Europe and World Plastics Council support governments’ efforts and 
proposes an assessment tool that prioritises actions to  reduce plastic pollution from 
problematic high leakage applications. These are plastic products and components 
that are highly likely to contribute to environmental pollution.

Addressing the urgent global crisis of plastic pollution

This decision tree's application-based approach can apply to all products, fostering 
enabling policies globally and nationally. It aims to achieve circularity within a timeframe 
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pathway to ending plastic pollution.

A swift pathway to ending pollution

This decision tree is a criteria-based tool designed to identify and address problematic and avoidable plastics 
applications, promoting a circular economy and a plastic-free environment. It emphasises a comprehensive 
approach that considers the entire life cycle of plastics and addresses critical aspects like product design, 
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As countries around the world face different realities and needs, this tool aims to set universal criteria 
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standards to reduce or eliminate application leakage. It also calls for a reassessment of leakage after a 5-year 
transition period.

The second evaluates waste management against circularity goals. It considers the availability of local waste 
facilities and the possibility of improving the end-of-life treatment of plastic products and components, 
emphasising the transition to a circular economy.

Lastly, the third part considers whether the plastics application is essential and has socio-economic value 
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Three integral branches: circularity, waste management, and essentiality

Explainer: A Decision Tree for Problematic and 
Avoidable High-Leakage Plastic Applications
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